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P  Pastor 

C  Congregation 

  

 

 P  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of                                                                 

all mercy and the God of all consolation. He comforts us in all our sorrows, 

so that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we 

ourselves have received from God. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Tolling Bell 

 

Remembrance of Baptism  

  P  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with Him by 

baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have 

been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with 

Him in a resurrection like His. 

 

Invocation  

 P  We begin this Memorial Service of Praise and Thanksgiving for the  

Christian life of REV. WILLIAM D. MERRELL in the name of God the Father, who 

created us; God the T Son, who redeemed us; and God the Holy Spirit,                                     

who comforts us with His peace.  



Opening Hymn: LSB #744 Amazing Grace   

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 



Old Testament Reading          Psalm 23 
1The LORD is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle       Romans 8:28–39 

 28We know that for those who love God all things work together for 

good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom 

he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those 

whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 

how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring 

any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? 

Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is 

at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as 

sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death 

nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 

powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand, as you are able for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Holy Gospel         Luke 2:25–32 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and 

this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, 

and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by 

the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the 

Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29“Lord, now 

you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 

glory to your people Israel.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon Hymn: LSB #879 Stay with Us 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002764 



Sermon 

Title: For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  

Text: Philippians 1:20-21 
 

 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all 

ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored 

in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to 

die is gain. 

 

P  Pastor offers the prayers . . . 
 

Lord's Prayer   

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy   

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation; but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Committal Prayer 

P Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ You destroyed 

death, by His rest in the tomb You sanctified the graves of Your saints, 

and by His bodily resurrection You brought life and immortality to light 

so that all who die in Him abide in peace and hope. Receive our thanks 

for the victory over death and the grave that He won for us. Keep us in 

everlasting communion with all who wait for Him on earth and with all 

in heaven who are with Him, for He is the resurrection and the life, even 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 



Closing Hymn: LSB #461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 
 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Word of the Lord       John 11:25–26 

P 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 

believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives 

and believes in me shall never die.” 



 P This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria ☩ To God Alone Be Glory 
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